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Fans Are Becoming More Educated

and Demand That the Home

Teams Win at Every Angle of the

Season--Public is Turning to

Municipal Ball Until Professionals -

Get Down to Business.

Kot long ago, a Pltishurg Federal
league pltcher named Hearn, with
the general nickname of” “Bunny,”
let the St. Louls Feds down minus a
hit or & run in a ball game remark-
able for its sharp ficlding and “hair-
ralsing” all-around play. As Hearn
left the field, only his team mates
Bhowed any sign of appreciation.
The crowd, apathetic, silent, made
thedir way as quietly from the siands
a3 if the home team had lost 2 sand-
lot game. There was not a cheer for
the pitcher who had jumped Into
baseball's hall of fame and percled
on a seat toward which Walter John-
son , Grover Alexander and many
other twirling stars have looked
enviously for seasons and geasons
past.

Only a few days prior 1o this, the
eccentric and erratic Mr. Reyben
Merquard of the New York Gilants,
did the selfsame stunt, shutting out
the hard-hitting Brooklyn team, hit-
less, in a hard-played contest. Tt
Was a home crowd and there were
spasmodic cheers aplenty for the
vietor.. But the long, frantic “root-
ing” of bygone davs was lacking
utterly,

Don't you remember,-even a fow
Beasons back, how a feat like that
would have been the subject of
bageball conversations for days and
days wherever faus who had BECN
the game copgregated? Two or
three years ago, even a “"home"
crowd that had sat through nine in-
nings of hitioss ball, though (lieir
team had lost, would have given the
vis#ting piteher who pulled the stunt
a regular ovation—not merely an
entbusiastic complimentary- liand-
clapping and cheering, but one of
‘those pour-out-oan-the-field-and-pat-
him-on-the-back send-offs.

‘Nol, however, in the baseball year
of 1815, 5

The late Genoral Sherman ex-
‘Dressed ihe matter {n a nuishell.
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War surely is.
IT I8 NoT
THE WAR,

But'it {5 ot bt the baseball war

that I'm wiiting ihie week, though

the baseball war has much to do
with the subject, but of the worst
start any basebell season in ihe
memory of the oldest fan bas pro-
duced. The writer has most
of the games plaved by all thres
leagues in one city of the circuit,
and with & few exceptions, like Bun-
ny Hearn's feat, or Slim Sallee's
two-hit victory over Chicago in  1he
S1. Louls-Chicago National
series, the clnss of baseball, sven
for the earlieal spritg. has been s0
far below that of previaus seagons
that there is no comparison.

You can't blame the weather be-
cause, Take it by and large, most of
the leams had as good weather us
usual on thelr training trips. You
can't blame the managets beécause
mosl of the managerg have had as
good, If not better material 1o work
with than in previous vears. You
Bimply have to blame the unsecttled
conditlons, in the minds of ball play-
€rs, managers, magnales and fans,
which have been brought about by
the baseball war

The players, with daily talk of
peace rioging in their ears, a peace
which many of them know would
leave them high and dry without
even a drink of water o salace them
fn their isolatlon, are nmervous, un-
strung, erratic. The managers are
bitlen by the same disease,

On the opening of the Amerfean
league seastn, the St. Louis Browns
met the Chicago White Sox. The cx-
hibition ended 7 to 6 in favor of the
Sox after 14 innings of as bush
league ball as was ever seen on the
sandlots. The spectators were kept
continually on their feet as one
toam or another forged ahead. But
they forged ahead aflter errors ana
poor judgment had placed them jn
gcoring positions,

OTHER LEAGUES
BELOW FORM, 4

After that game, fans one and all
declared, “Oh, ii's early and thes Il
getlle down In a few days” apeslk-
ing not of the Browns, but of both
teame. And the next day the White
Sox captured alé to 0 game that

sten

leaguo

%t%%ﬁ%ﬁn‘\'s.

would hnve shamed two high school
ieams,

In the meantime, the Federals and
Nationals are dofog 1itle better. In
Brooklyn on one of the early davs,
one of the most remarkable exhib!-
tlons of how not to play ball lasied
for almost three hours. A few days
later, the Broolklyn Fedsrals made a
near record by scoring 10 rums in
one {nnlng.

in the Natlonal league, it was the
same story, big scores or poor ball

behlnd small szcores.

New Yorlk,
Boston, St. Louis, Chicago and Plits-
burg all have been playing crratic
ball,

Pitchers usually “get golng” In va-
ricus stnges of the race, but il is
left for 19156 to show & majority of
the big league plichers off their
stride In the fArst aix weeks, ithe
teams playing poor ball behind them
and the fans, disgusted, sitting npa-
thetically through a game untl
some husky swatter poles the pill

WASHINGTON —

over the fence and gives them some-
thing to talk about.

Talk about the world turned up-
side down! With the races but two
weeks old, the Glants were atl the
bottony of the Natlonal league and
the dezplsed Quakers were making
& rupaway race of the first lap. In
the American, the Athletics, who
were believed to be strong, despite
thelr dlamemberment of jast fail,
were Lholding tight to the cellar with
the Browns crowding them hard,

WALTER JOHNSON
AMERICANS

while the Detroit team, with virtual-
I no pltehing. was perchad on Lhe
tep of the heap, And Cleveiaod and
New York, the “joke” leams of ihe
leazue, were winnlng ball games at
a rale that
ireme pains tn the cerebrum,

SORE DOPE

GIVEN A SHOUK,

Over in the voungest major leagiie,
the Kansas City club, picked by all
erities as a  hard-hitling  minor
league outfit  devoid of baseball
braing, has been coupling ite hitting
punch with bBase steallpg and *in-
side ball™ and with the aid of good
pitening was going at a great clip,
Jhe St Logis team, consideroed
a sture fector in the race under the
guldance of Jones, was upholding
the old While Sox record of “hitless
without ilie White Sox
abliiy to seore. a yun and hang on
ko 4 foy pine innings Newark (last
Yeur's Indianapoiis pennantl winners)
appears, in the lirsl two weeks of

zave the doposiars ex-

wltile

wonders

the sezson, o be the only major
league ball club which is runping
vhere near to form {rom the

[\

Ii's a great life'

Twice In the first two weeks, (he
only times he weit on the mourd,
the great Christy
the count.  Doak, Cheney Rudolph.
James, Scouwt, Plank, Bender and
other star pitcher have been driven
Lo the shower Ihis montl, or have
lasted perd defeat berause of their
own piiching, while legger
lights have come through and won
ball games

And it has beenm ppor basgeball.
Four thioes this vear I have seen
teams win ball games In which ihe
pitehier  had every lleense in the
waorld to win while the team bebind
him should have lost by about 40 to
. Grover Lowdermilk, who appears
Lo be the early season pitching star
of the American league, won from
the White Sox in a 2 to 1 game in
which only his pitehing kept the
Browns from defest. Behind him
there were errovs, dume DABLTUN-
ning, ltrle hitting and all-around
noor  baseball. And agalnst him,
the White Sox played the dumbest
sort of baseball, and did not take
advautage of the poor work of Lhe
Browns to win as almost anv ma-
Jor lgague ball club of last veay or
the vear before could have done,

MUNICIPAL
BASEBALL DRAWS,

All this means that the war has
caused & deterioration in the clags
of big league baseball and f means
sommething elge. Oneg Sunday recent-
1y the St. Louis Cardinals drew 10.-
000 persons, while the St. Louls Fed-
erals had 2 crowd of less than 1,500,
On the same day, tie 8L Louis
Munleipal Leagus, an amateur op-
gauization, drow more thap 28,000
persons at thelr samen.

1t the flgures ara worth a cent, the

Matthewson 1ook

ponr

publie is tired of btaseball on the
scrambled plan. The fans want 1o
see the old days when they knew (he
players on a team and knew rthat
those players would last out the sea-
son. They want |to see the rime
when they rooted for one team or
two, They want to gee the dars
when a good ball game was the ruls
rather than the excepiion.

The public is becoming educated,
too. The old ery of packing tha
stands &0 long as the hom:2 team
wins, siill prevails, but not to the
degree it did a f=w, years ago. Now
the home team has to win and play
zood ball at the same time to draw
the patronage. And good ball is .ha
exceptlon in the early dayve of ihe
present race

But, of cours=, matiers wil' =sitle
down, though they wnill he lpn==r
in s2ttling tinls scason than they

once were

But with municipal baseball in
most of the big league 1owns. the
ametenrs will draw the crowis =3
long as the professionals ave playving
emateur haseball

An Ulter Fulility,

Seceking to wake a series on “ilow
I Became Champion,” as told by Jess
Willard, worth reading. Here is anr
itlea for such a sliory—It can be wid
briefly and still ceatain all (e es-
aential facis:

By dess Willard.

I knocked out Jack Jolhnsor, il
title holder, in the twenty-sixth
round,

It Wasn'l So in {he OLisn Davs,

There is much psycliology in base-
ball. “Bull" MeCormick—now Man-
ager Harry M:eCormick of Chatta-
nooga, used 1o go up tn pinch-hizn
figuring he had & pitcher at a disari-
vaolage and nervous. “Bull” full of
confidence. was a demon pinch-hit-
ter Nowadaye, pinch-li%iers sirido
np 1o the plate fearful last thev fuil
10 "make zond'" Congequently, we
have no modern-day “Bull” McCor-
MK,

Mrs. Sallee Thanks Mrs. PBritton,

We ha'e it on pretty rellabie 3i-
thority that swhen Harry Sallee's
bride learned that the Cardinals’
owners had insured the life of the
tall eouthpaw, along with the reat
of the players, she sald:

“Fine!  Now 1 shan't have ‘o
keep telling you to be careful every
time vou go out!"

Rules for th> Rabidl Rootor,

You're net up to date ki s2aznn
If you fail lo accuse the wmpire of
numerous and sundry breaches of
neutrality.

Always greet a new umpire la a
friendly way—but, ke mos! man-
agers. with marked reservations.

You are not timely unless vou re-
fer to a plaver'a head as an onlon.
Know a haseball, alno, by uo other
nhame,

Da not say “infield out." The prop-
er term Is “infleld demise.” ’

When the Glants are traveling
ang their traln rounds a curva, at
least half a dozep Mayers have to
hold on tight—!o Jim Thorpe. the
athietic Indlan. Ha instinetively

starts to seize a bat, jump off th
traln and swing at maid eugu. .
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